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Dear Rev. XXXXXXXX,

Thank you for the spiritual leadership you provide for our community. As a citizen who is concerned about the Earth’s climate, I’ve been heartened to see the burgeoning movement in faith communities toward stewardship of the Earth and its precious resources. That stewardship movement now embraces the moral imperative we have to reduce the greenhouse gases responsible for climate change. If we continue on our current course, glaciers that supply water for a billion people will eventually disappear, rising sea levels will create hundreds of millions of climate refugees, and the seas that provide nourishment for a billion people will become lifeless.

To avert these dire consequences, we need a national policy that encourages a swift transition to clean energy. Our organization, Citizens Climate Lobby, is proposing such a policy. It works like this: Place a steadily-increasing fee on the carbon dioxide produced by fossil fuels and return all the revenue to every household. Increasing the cost of carbon creates a strong incentive to invest in clean energy. Returning the revenue from the carbon fee would shield households from the economic impact of rising energy costs. Eventually, the annual “carbon dividend” would be $1,500 a year for every person.

Unfortunately, our politicians in Washington are paralyzed with fear on this issue and unable to act. They fear the power and money of the big carbon lobby. If I were them, frankly, I’d be afraid, too.

That’s why we need the support of respected faith leaders like you. Your encouragement would help our members of Congress find the resolve to take the bold action that will lead our nation into the new era of responsible sustainability. Our volunteers are taking this message to their senators and representatives, but your voice would make all the difference.

Enclosed is our legislative proposal. I will call you in hopes that I can meet with you in your office to discuss how we can work together to enact this legislation, which would restore the delicate balance in the Earth’s climate that existed prior to humanity’s selfish intervention.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Name here, Citizens Climate Lobby

“I believe the American people want climate policy to be transparent, honest, and effective… I firmly believe it is not too late for Congress to consider a carbon tax as the better policy approach.”

Rex Tillerson, ExxonMobil CEO

“We very much believe that a straightforward graduated tax on carbon is better than the cap-and-trade.” 

Fred Smith, FedEx CEO
“If politicians remain at loggerheads, citizens must lead.”

Dr. James Hansen,

Physicist, Director of NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies
