LETTERHEAD GOES HERE

Dear Sen. [or Rep. NAME HERE],

I know it is not easy to be a member of Congress. The things you say and do to please one constituency are likely to incur the wrath of another. Opponents analyze your every move under a microscope looking for political advantage. In such a setting, it is difficult to take the bold actions needed to solve our most pressing problems. For the sake of our nation and our world, though, I’m asking you to be bold on a policy that will address climate change and our energy security. 

If you do, I promise to stand with you, and you can call on me for my support.

As a result of burning fossil fuels since the dawn of the Industrial Age, the level of carbon dioxide – a potent greenhouse gas – has risen nearly 40 percent. In effect, we have placed a blanket on the Earth, and it is warming up. Scientists tell us disastrous consequences are unfolding as this process continues unchecked. Glaciers that supply water for a billion people are disappearing. Islands and low-lying nations are being swamped, creating hundreds climate refugees that could eventually number in the hundreds of millions. The seas that provide nourishment for a billion people are slowly becoming lifeless. 

Our military leaders are concerned, as these humanitarian crises destabilize nations, creating situations where our armed forces are called upon to intervene. As climate change turns more and more fragile nations into failed states, we simply won’t have the resources and personnel to respond to so many emergencies.

For several years, Congress attempted and failed to pass legislation putting a price on carbon that would encourage the transition to clean energy and reduce our CO2 emissions. I submit that these attempts failed, not because they were too bold, but because they were not bold enough. 

There’s a solution that is simple, transparent, effective and politically viable – carbon fee and dividend.

It works like this: Place a steadily-increasing fee on the carbon dioxide produced by fossil fuels and return all the revenue to every household. Increasing the cost of carbon creates a strong incentive for investments in green technology. With the proper fee and rate of increase, clean energy would be competitive with fossil fuels within a decade. Returning the revenue from the carbon fee would shield households from the economic impact of rising energy costs. Eventually, the annual “carbon dividend” would be $1,500 a year for every person.

I’ve enclosed a copy of this proposal, and I ask that you support it. By enacting this policy, not only will we avert the worst effects of climate change, we will also develop the clean-energy jobs and industries that will drive our economy throughout the rest of the century.

Again, I know it isn’t easy to be bold on an issue as controversial as this, but if you’ll take a stand, I’ll stand with you.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
